State Dental Boards and Public Protection: Fulfilling the Contract.
Dental boards are agents of the state, sworn to protect the public. They combine the skills of professional training with responsibility to ensure that patients receive safe and effective care. They can play a vital role in ensuring that the profession does not invite more regulation by working to maintain the public's trust. Two cases are presented illustrating that one's perspective can cloud the sense of what is right and that it is wrong to pass ethical responsibilities on to others.